Examine the opportunities and challenges India faces in its diplomatic engagement with Arab
Gulf nations. How does this engagement reflect India’s growing emphasis on energy security,
economic cooperation, and regional stability, particularly in light of recent developments like
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Kuwait?
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Introduction:

India’s diplomatic engagement with the Arab Gulf nations, driven by its “Look West” policy, underscores the
nation’s strategic priorities in energy security, economic cooperation, and regional stability. While this
engagement offers significant opportunities, challenges persist, including geopolitical rivalries, balancing
regional interests, and addressing socio-political concerns.

Challenges in India’s Diplomatic Engagement
1. Geopolitical Balancing:

o India’s growing ties with Gulf monarchies strain its traditional relationship with Iran,
complicating its stance on regional security and the nuclear deal.

o Balancing relations with key players like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait while maintaining
neutrality in conflicts such as the Iran-Saudi rivalry remains complex.

2. Evolving Geopolitical Landscape:

o The Gulf’s dominance by Saudi-UAE alliances and the broader Middle East's shifting dynamics
require India to adapt its strategy.

o India’s relationship with Kuwait is now shaped by changes in Syria and the region’s power
structure.

3. Internal Criticism:

o Partnerships with authoritarian regimes invite scrutiny over human rights and religious
freedoms.

4. Labor Migration Issues:

o Protecting the welfare of 8 million Indian workers in the Gulf, who contribute significantly to
$125 billion in remittances, is a persistent challenge.

India’s Growing Focus on Energy Security

o Diversification of Sources: The Gulf supplies a major portion of India’s oil, with Kuwait as the sixth-
largest crude supplier, fulfilling 3% of India’s energy needs.

o Energy Partnerships: Recent agreements, like those signed during PM Modi’s Kuwait visit, include
collaborative ventures in energy infrastructure and technology.

e Long-Term Deals: Strategic agreements aim to mitigate volatility in global markets.



India’s Economic Cooperation with Gulf Nations

e Trade Growth: The Gulfis a crucial trade partner, with bilateral trade reaching $10.47 billion with
Kuwait alone in 2023-24.

o Investment Opportunities: Kuwait’s $10 billion investment in India aligns with PM Modi’s call to
explore sectors like energy, pharmaceuticals, and infrastructure.

o Diaspora Contributions: The Indian expatriate community drives mutual economic benefits and
development.

India’s Role in Regional Stability
1. Defence Partnerships:

o Recent agreements with Kuwait include joint military exercises and defence technology
exchanges, reflecting a strategic push.

o Cooperation on maritime security enhances stability in critical shipping lanes.
2. Geopolitical Alignment:

o Strengthened relations with moderate Arab states like Saudi Arabia and the UAE position India
as a stabilizing force in the region.

3. Mediation in Regional Conflicts:

o India advocates peaceful resolutions, such as on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, promoting
diplomatic engagement.

Conclusion

India’s deepening ties with Arab Gulf nations, exemplified by PM Modi’s historic visit to Kuwait, highlight
its commitment to enhancing energy security, economic cooperation, and regional stability. Despite
challenges, India’s engagement in the Gulf region not only ensures its strategic growth but also cements its role
as a key player in shaping the region’s future.



