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Discovery of Homo Juluensis: A New Species of Ancient Humans

Context : Researchers have identified a new species of ancient humans, Homo juluensis,
meaning "big head," based on a remarkably large skull discovered in China.

About Homo Juluensis

e Distinctive Features: Characterized by exceptionally large skulls, with braincases up to
30% larger than those of Homo sapiens.
e Timeline: Lived around 300,000 years ago and survived in small groups across eastern
Asia before disappearing approximately 50,000 years ago.
¢ Fossil Evidence:
o Fossils primarily consist of facial and jaw remains, showing dental traits reminiscent of
Neanderthals.
o They are linked to mysterious groups like the Denisovans, whose histories are still
being studied.
o Lifestyle:
o Hunted wild horses in small groups.
o Used stone tools and possibly processed animal hides for survival.

About Neandernthals

s"Who Were They?: An extinct relative of modern humans, once widespread across Europe
and parts of Central and Southwest Asia.
¢ Relation to Modern Humans:
o They are our closest extinct relatives.
o Fossil and DNA evidence indicates that Neanderthals and modern human lineages
diverged at least 500,000 years ago.
o Despite their extinction, Neanderthal genes remain present in modern human
DNA.

Significance of the Discovery

The identification of Homo juluensis adds to the understanding of human evolution, highlighting
the diversity of ancient human relatives and their unique adaptations for survival.






